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Museum of Riverside Awarded $60,000 Grant to Support Harada House 

 

RIVERSIDE, Calif. – The Museum of Riverside has been awarded a $60,000 grant from Asian & 

Pacific Islander Americans in Historic Preservation (APIAHiP) to support the construction phase of 

the rehabilitation of Harada House, a National Historic Landmark. Work on the site is slated to begin 

next winter. 

 

The grant is a result of the Placekeepers’ Fund, a program funded by the Mellon Foundation’s 

Humanities in Place program. The grant supporting Harada House is one of 14 grants awarded across 

the nation to historic sites in eight states and U.S. territories and representing historic sites linked to 

Chinese, Japanese, CHamoru, Native Hawai’ian, and pan-Asian American histories.  

 

These 14 projects were selected from a competitive pool of over sixty qualified applicants, which 

totaled more than $4.2 million in grant funding requests and just under $20 million in total project 

costs. This illustrates the clear need for preservation funding dedicated to Asian and Pacific Islander 

American historic sites and reinforces APIAHiP's commitment to providing resources for these places. 

 

“Preservation funding at-large is already limited, and even harder to secure for historic sites related to 

underrepresented histories of under-resourced communities,” said Huy Pham, Executive Director of 

APIAHiP. “We are proud to provide meaningful funding for the growing demand to preserve places 

crucial to telling our nation's Asian and Pacific Islander American history.” 

 

The Museum of Riverside’s grant will support the initial phase of the rehabilitation of the Harada 

House on Lemon Street in downtown Riverside, which includes foundation work and structural 

stabilization. The work is expected to take at least two years due to the complex nature of the technical 

preservation challenges.  

 

 

 



 

 

Harada House earned its National Historic Landmark status in 1990 because it was the subject of a 

civil rights court case in 1916-1918, the People of the State of California v. Jukichi Harada et al., in 

which the Superior Court of California upheld the 14th Amendment rights of the American-born 

children of Japanese immigrants Jukichi and Ken Harada against California’s 1913 Alien Land Law 

targeting Asians. The Harada case was the first test in the United States of the constitutionality of these 

exclusionary property and immigration laws.   

 

“We are grateful for this award and the endorsement it represents for the Museum of Riverside’s plans 

to prepare Harada House for public access,” Museum of Riverside Director Robyn G. Peterson states. 

“This civil rights monument connects Riverside’s unique history with urgent contemporary social 

concerns relating to citizenship and cultural inclusivity. The grant could not be more timely.” 

 

Once construction begins, progress will be reported on the Museum of Riverside’s website: 

www.museumofriverside.org.  

 

________________________________________ 

 

About the Museum of Riverside: 

 

The Museum of Riverside, a department of the city of 

Riverside, holds a large multi-disciplinary collection 

relevant to the history, culture, and natural science of 

the region. The Museum has a proud history of 

exhibitions, programs, and publications foregrounding 

local and regional achievement. Sites include the 

downtown Riverside main museum, Heritage House, 

Harada House, and the Harada House Interpretive 

Center.  All sites except Heritage House are 

temporarily closed for renovation or rehabilitation. 

Heritage House is open for guided tours Friday 

through Sunday, with advance registration required 

via Eventbrite. The site closes annually after the last 

weekend in June and reopens the first weekend 

following Labor Day. To learn more, visit 

www.riversideca.gov/museum. 

 

 

The Museum of Riverside is grateful to stand on the traditional and ancestral lands of the Cahuilla, 

Gabrielino-Tongva, Luiseño, and Serrano peoples. The Cahuilla, Gabrielino-Tongva, Luiseño, and 

Serrano continue to live and thrive in Southern California.  
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